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 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Transcription 

 
Phonics and 

Spelling Rules 

To know all letters of 
the alphabet and the 

sounds which they 
most commonly 

represent. 

To recognise consonant 
digraphs which have 
been taught and the 

sounds which they 
represent. 

To recognise vowel 
digraphs which have 
been taught and the 

sounds which they 
represent. 

To recognise words 
with adjacent 

consonants. 

To accurately spell 
most words containing 

the 40+ previously 
taught phonemes and 
GPCs. 

To spell some words in 
a phonically plausible 
way, even if sometimes 

incorrect. 

I can use correct 
spacing between 
words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To know there are 
different ways to spell 
the same sound. 
 
To use spelling rules to 
help me spell similar 
words.  
 
To recognise 
homophones and near 
homophones. 
 

 To attempt to spell 
familiar words using 
different strategies and 
patterns. 
 
To spell most high and 
medium frequency words 
correctly (see list on 
ladders). 
 
 

To be able to spell 
homophones (see list 1 
on ladders). 
 
To use a range of 
strategies to attempt to 
spell new and irregular 
words. 
 
 
To use the first two or 
three letters of a word to 
check its spelling in a 
dictionary. 

To confidently use a 
range of spelling 
strategies to spell 
unfamiliar and irregular 
words. 
 
To be able to distinguish 
between homophones 
and other words which 
are often confused. 
 
To be able to spell words 
with unstressed vowels. 
 
To be able to use a 
dictionary to check the 
spelling of my words. 

To be able to spell words 
with silent letters. 
 
To be able to confidently 
use dictionary to check 
spelling. 
 
To be able to use a 
thesaurus to select 
words. 
 
Spelling is mostly 
accurate.  

 
Common 
exception 

words  

To spell all Y1 common 
exception words 
correctly. 

• To spell most Y1 and 
Y2 common 
exception words 
correctly. 

• To spell many of the Y3 
and Y4 statutory 
spelling words correctly. 

• To spell all of the Y3 
and Y4 statutory 
spelling words 
correctly. 

• To spell many of the 
Y5 and Y6 statutory 
spelling words 
correctly. 

• To spell all of the Y5 
and Y6 statutory 
spelling words 
correctly. 
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Prefixes and 
Suffixes 

To use -s and -es to 
form regular plurals 
correctly. 
 
To use the prefix ‘un-’ 
accurately. 
 
To successfully add the 
suffixes –ing, –ed, –er 
and –est to root words 
where no change is 
needed in the spelling 
of the root words (e.g. 
helped, quickest). 

To can use the suffixes 
–ing, -ed, -er, -est. 
 
To use suffixes –ment, -
ness, -ful, -less, -ly. 

To use prefixes and 
suffixes previously taught 
correctly. 
 
 

On list 2 of ladders 
Suffixes: 
-ation 
-ly 
-our 
-or 
-ous 
 
Prefixes: 
In- 
Il- 
Ir- 
Re- 
Sub- 
Inter- 
Super- 
Anti- 
Auto- 

Verb prefixes: 
Dis- 
De- 
Mis- 
Over- 
Re-  
 
To be able to convert 
nouns or adjectives into 
verbs using suffixes. 

 

Further 
Spelling 

conventions 

To take part in the 
process of segmenting 
spoken words into 
phonemes before 
choosing graphemes to 
represent those 
phonemes 
 
To read words that 
they have spelt 

To spell a range of 
contractions. 
 
To begin to use 
possessive apostrophe. 

 

 

  

Letter 
formations 

To write lower case 
and capital letters in 
the correct direction, 
starting and finishing in 
the right place with a 
good level of 
consistency. 

To know the correct 
sizing for upper and 
lower case letters. 
 
 

To join letters with 
correct size and 
proportion. 
 

To write in legible and 
joined handwriting style. 
 
 

To write with 
consistently neat, legible 
and joined handwriting. 
 

To have developed own 
handwriting style that is 
legible and can write at 
speed. 
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To sit correctly at a 
table, holding a pencil 
comfortably and 
correctly. 
 
To understand which 
letters belong to which 
handwriting ‘families’ 
(i.e. letters that are 
formed in similar ways) 
and to practise these. 

To join most letters 
using diagonal and 
horizontal joins. 
  

Joining Letters     To begin to use the 
diagonal and 
horizontal strokes 
needed to join letters. 

     

Composition 
 

Planning, 
writing and 

Editing 

To use interesting and 
sensible words linked 
to the writing context 
 
To say aloud what they 
are going to write 
about 
 
To compose a 
sentence orally before 
writing it 
 
To sequence sentences 
to form short 
narratives 
 
To discuss what they 
have written with 
others 

To consider/plan what 
they are going to write 
about before 
beginning. 
 
To write things in the 
order of which they 
happen, e.g. beginning, 
middle and end. 
 
 
To edit own writing to 
make simple additions, 
changes and 
corrections. 
 
To be able to use the 
past and present tense. 

To begin grouping ideas 
into paragraphs. 
 
To make links between 
ideas and paragraphs. 
 
To plan and write stories 
that have a clear five part 
plan, beginning, build up, 
dilemma, resolution, 
ending. 
 
 
To be able to edit own 
writing for effect. 
 
To effectively use heading 
and subheadings. 

To create effective 
settings, characters and 
plot. 
To be able to propose 
changes to grammar and 
vocabulary to improve 
consistency, including 
the accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences. 
 
To be able to proof read 
for spelling and 
punctuation errors. 
 
To be able to directly 
address the reader. 
 
To create pace in 
narrative. 

To be able to use 
different planning 
formats (story 
mountain, boxing up, 
flow diagrams) to plan 
writing including 5 part 
plan. 
 
To plan and write an 
opening using 
description or dialogue. 
 
To write a narrative with 
a build- up and dilemma 
that leads to a defined 
ending. 
 
To carefully select detail 
to engage the reader, 
including senses. 

To be able to plan and 
write an independent 
story using a 5 part story 
structure. 
Including elements of: 
Suspense/cliff 
hangers/flashback/forwa
rd 
Start a story at any part 
of the 5 part structure. 
 
 
To be able to use 
characterisation and 
dialogue to move the 
story forward. 
 
To be able to use 
developed description 
and characterisation that 
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To re-read  their 
writing to check that it 
makes sense and begin 
to make changes 
 
To read their writing 
aloud to be heard by 
others 

 

 
To create characters 
with some interaction of 
description and feeling, 
show don’t tell. 
 
To be able to sustain use 
of dialogue to develop 
characterisation. 
 
 
To use different 
narrative techniques to 
engage and entertain 
the reader. 
 
To understand and be 
able to use active and 
passive voice. 
 
 
 

is interwoven within a 
story. 
 
To be able to propose 
changes to GPS and 
vocabulary to enhance 
effect and clarify 
meaning. 
 
To  be able to proof read 
for spelling and 
punctuation errors. 
 
 
 

Purpose and 
Structure To use a number of 

different text types and 
to make relevant choices 
about subject matter 
and appropriate 
vocabulary choices 
 
To have a simple 
beginning, middle and 
end in their writing 
 

To write information 
under headings. 
 
To choose the correct 
layout for writing, 
following 
guidance/modelling. 

 To group writing into 
well planned paragraphs 
around a theme with 
conjunctions to create 
cohesion. 
 
To manipulate sentences 
for effect using a variety 
of structures.   
 
To be able to create 
characters with some 
feeling and description. 

To be able to sustain 
ideas within paragraphs. 
 
To use paragraphs of 
varying length to 
achieve pace. 

To sustain ideas within 
and between 
paragraphs. 
To be able to link ideas 
across paragraphs using 
a range of devices such 
as: 
Semantic cohesion 
(repetition) 
Grammatical 
connections (adverbials, 
on the other hand) 
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To start to engage 
readers by using 
adjectives to describe 

 
 

Elision (Layout devices, 
heading, sub heading 
etc) 
Varying length. 
 
To be able to use a 
variety of text layouts 
and genres (see writing 
genre map) 
 
To be able to use a range 
of techiniques to involve 
the reader, e.g., 
comments, questions, 
observations, rhetorical 
questions. 
 
To be able to use formal 
and informal writing 
styles. 
 
 

Vocabulary, 
Grammar and 
Punctuation 

 
Sentence 

Construction 
and Tense 

To use simple sentence 
structures 

To choose adjectives 
and adverbs for effect. 
 

To show an awareness of 
paragraphs. 
 
To use the correct layout 
for the correct non-fiction 
genre (see writing long 
term map to see genres 
covered). 
 
To be able to use a 
variation of long and short 
sentences. 
 

To use expanded noun 
phrases by the addition 
of modifying adjectives. 
 
To appropriately choose 
pronouns or nouns 
within and across 
sentences to aid 
cohesion and avoid 
repetition.   
 

To use pronouns to 
avoid repetition. 
 
To select word order for 
interest. 
 
To use varied sentence 
starters and 
simple/embellished 
simple sentences. 
 
To be able to lengthen 
or shorten a sentence 

To be able to make 
vocabulary choices linked 
to audience and purpose. 
 
To be able to use figures 
of speech, simile, 
metaphor, 
personification, idioms, 
colloquialism. 
 
To be able to use 
consistent tense 
throughout writing. 
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To be able to use 
embellished simple 
sentences to add detail: 
Adverb starters 
Adverbial phrases 
Compound sentences 
 
Develop complex 
sentences 

To use first and third 
person with some 
consistency.   
 
To manipulate sentences 
for effect using a variety 
of structures (see Y3) 
 
To be able to use 
expanded noun phrases 
by the addition of 
modifying adjectives, 
nouns and preposition 
phrases. 

for meaning and or 
effect. 
 
Relative clauses 
beginning with who, 
which, that, where 
when, whose or an 
omitted relative 
pronoun. 
 
Develop complex 
sentences: 
Subordination 
Man and subordinate 
clauses. 
 
Elaboration of starters 
using adverbial phrases 
e.g. Beyond the dark 
gloom of the cave Zach 
saw the wizard move. 
 
 
 
 

 
To consistently use 
subject – verb 
agreement when using 
singular and plural. 
 
To identify subjunctive 
forms. 
 
To be able to use modal 
verbs. 
 
To use adverbials of 
place to add detail. 
 
To be able to use the 
past perfect and past 
progressive form of 
verbs to mark 
relationships of time and 
cause. 

Use of Phrases 
and Clauses     To use conjunctions to 

link ideas and 
sentences 

 
To begin to form 
simple compound 
sentences 

To use conjunctions to 
join ideas. 
 
To use simple and 
compound sentences. 
 
To use subordinating 
conjunctions, when, if, 
that, because. 
 

To use conjunctions that 
show the passing of time, 
e.g. then, after, before, 
meanwhile. 
 
To add detail through 
noun phrases. 
 
To express time, place 
and cause using 

To be able to use fronted 
adverbials with commas. 
 
To vary sentence 
structure to clarify 
meaning. 

To use logical and causal 
conjunctions. 
 
To be able to 
manipulate and mark 
sentences for effect 
including complex 
sentences. 
 

To understand and be 
able to use active and 
passive voice. 
 
To be able to securely 
use simple/embellished 
simple/ compound 
sentences. 
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conjunctions, adverbs or 
prepositions. 
 

To use and understand 
relative clauses. 
 
To use a range of 
devices to build 
cohesion, e.g. then, 
after, that, this, firstly. 
 
To indicate degrees of 
possibility.   
 
To use subordinate 
clause and be able to 
add relevant detail. 
 
Introduce rhetorical 
questions. 

To be able to securely 
use complex sentences: 
(Subordination) 
Main and subordinate 
clauses with full range of 
conjunctions. 

Punctuation 

To use capital letters for 
names, places, the days 
of the week and the 
personal pronoun ‘I’. 
 
To leave clear spaces 
between words 
 
To use full stops, 
question marks or 
exclamation marks to 
end sentences 

To use capital letters 
and full stops correctly. 
 
To use question and 
exclamation marks. 
 
To use commas in a list. 
To use apostrophes for 
contractions and 
possession. 

To use full stops, capital 
letters, question and 
exclamation marks 
correctly. 
 
To use speech marks 
correctly, including a new 
line for a new speaker. 
 
To consistently use 
apostrophes for 
contractions. 

To be able to use 
commas to mark clauses. 
 
 
To understand and 
identify direct speech. 
 
To be able to use 
inverted commas and 
exclamation marks 
accurately. 

To understand rhetorical 
questions and begin to 
use them. 
 
To know that dashes are 
used to indicate range 
or a pause. 
 
To begin to use 
brackets/dashes/comma
s for parenthesis. 
 
To know how we use 
colons in writing. 
 
To use commas to clarify 
meaning. 

To be able to use full 
range of punctuation: 
Ellipsis, dashes, 
parenthesis, colon, semi 
colon 
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Use of 
Terminology 

Introduce: 
Finger spaces, letter, 
word, sentence, full 
stops, capital letter, 
question mark, 
exclamation mark, bullet 
points. 
 
Singular/plural 
Adjective 
Verb 
Conenctive 
Alliteration 
Simile 
 

Consolidate: 
Finger spaces, letter, 
word, sentence, full 
stops, capital letter, 
question mark, 
exclamation mark, 
bullet points. 
 
Singular/plural 
Adjective 
Verb 
Conenctive 
Alliteration 
Simile 
 
 
Introduce: 
Apostrophe, commas, 
speech marks, suffix, 
verb, adverb 
 
Statement, question, 
exclamation, command 
 
Tense 

Consolidate: 
Finger spaces, letter, 
word, sentence, 
statement, question, 
command, full stops, 
capital letter, question 
and exclamation mark, 
speech bubble, speech 
marks, bullet points, 
apostrophe, commas of 3, 
 
Singular/plural 
 
Adjective, non, noun 
phrases, verb, adverb 
 
Tense: Past and present 
 
Connective 
Alliteration, simile 
 
Introduce: 
Word family, conjunction, 
adverb, preposition, 
direct speech, inverted 
commas, prefix, 
consonant, vowel, clause, 
subordinate, determiner, 
synonyms, relative clause, 
relative pronoun, 
imperative, colon for 
instructions. 

Consolidate: 
Finger spaces, letter, 
word, sentence, 
statement, question, 
command, full stops, 
capital letter, question 
and exclamation mark, 
speech bubble, speech 
marks, bullet points, 
apostrophe, commas of 
3, colon – instructions 
 
Singular/plural 
Suffix/prefix 
Consonant/vowel 
Adjective/adverb/noun/
noun 
phrase/verb/adverb. 
Tense (past, present, 
future) 
Connective 
Conjunction 
Preposition 
Determiner 
Clause 
Subordinate clause 
Relative clause 
Relative pronoun 
 
Alliteration 
Simile 
Synonyms 
 
Introduce: 
Pronoun 

Consolidate: 
Finger spaces, letter, 
word, sentence, 
statement, question, 
command, full stops, 
capital letter, question 
and exclamation mark, 
speech bubble, speech 
marks, bullet points, 
apostrophe, commas of 
3, colon – instructions 
 
Singular/plural 
Suffix/prefix 
Consonant/vowel 
Adjective/adverb/noun/
noun 
phrase/verb/adverb. 
Tense (past, present, 
future) 
Connective 
Conjunction 
Preposition 
Determiner 
Clause 
Subordinate clause 
Relative clause 
Relative pronoun 
 
Alliteration 
Simile 
Synonyms 
 
Pronoun 
Possessive Pronoun 

Consolidate: 
Finger spaces, letter, 
word, sentence, 
statement, question, 
command, full stops, 
capital letter, question 
and exclamation mark, 
speech bubble, speech 
marks, bullet points, 
apostrophe, commas of 
3, colon – instructions 
 
Singular/plural 
Suffix/prefix 
Consonant/vowel 
Adjective/adverb/noun/n
oun phrase/verb/adverb. 
Tense (past, present, 
future) 
Connective 
Conjunction 
Preposition 
Determiner 
Clause 
Subordinate clause 
Relative clause 
Relative pronoun 
 
Alliteration 
Simile 
Synonyms 
 
Pronoun 
Possessive Pronoun 
Adverbial 
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Possessive Pronoun 
Adverbial 
Fronted adverbial 
Apostrophe – plural 
possession 
 

Adverbial 
Fronted adverbial 
Apostrophe – plural 
possession 
Parenthesis/bracket/das
h 
 
Introduce: 
Relative clause/pronoun 
Modal Verb 
Parenthesis 
Bracket – dash 
Determiner 
Metaphor 
Personification 
Onomatopoeia 
Rhetorical question 
 
 

Fronted adverbial 
Apostrophe – plural 
possession 
Parenthesis/bracket/das
h 
Relative clause/pronoun 
Modal Verb 
Parenthesis 
Bracket – dash 
Determiner 
Metaphor 
Personification 
Onomatopoeia 
Rhetorical question 
 
Introduce: 
Active and passive voice 
Subject and object 
Hyphen 
Synonym, antonym 
Colon/semi colon 
Bullet points 
Ellipsis 
 
 

What it looks 
like for us 

In KS1, we use the Success for All/Storytime 
Phonics method for the main part of our 
reading.  
The children are grouped by stage and have a 
45 minute reading session 4 days a week.  
For the early readers this encompasses a 
phonics session which works from phase 1 
phonics through to stage 5. The children begin 
each session with a chosen sound. They 

In Y3, we use the whole 
class reading text/book 
approach that draws on 
the ‘VIPERS’ elements as 
well as from the 
descriptors of the 
literacy ‘Reading 
ladders’ to aid the 

In Y4 we use a class 
reading with this 
cohort. The book is 
sectioned into 
chapters and 
photocopied for each 
child. The text is read 
to whole class as they 
track the text with 

In Y5, the children 
read at least 3x a 
week through whole 
class reading. This is 
done with the text 
that literacy work will 
be based on. 
 

In Y6, we do whole 
class reading where 
the teacher reads and 
the children follow. 
Every child has their 
own book and this is 
done every day for at 
least 20 minutes.  
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practice this through rhyming and flashcards. 
They then read a ‘story’ which repeats the 
sound in real words. These words will be 
recognised by the children. As well as applying 
their phonics knowledge, each story will have 
comprehension questions to assess their 
understanding of what they have read. The 
text remains the same for the 4 days of each 
week, allowing the children to become familiar 
with it – building up to understanding the 
higher order comprehension questions.  
As the children become more confident, the 
books progress in difficulty until they reach 
phase 6 phonics. They then move to ‘real’ 
books. The children focus on spellings of words 
that will be found in the story they are reading. 
The children will read part of the story for 3 
days, answering comprehension questions in 
pairs to discuss the story and show their 
understanding.  
On the final day, the children re read the 
whole text and independently answer 
comprehension questions.  
The SFA process is done in partners so it is low 
risk and accessible for all – with challenge 
throughout.  
 
Within classes, the writing is primarily based 
on chosen texts – with links to the curriculum 
topic. These texts are read to the children and 

various strands of 
reading skills. 
  
The benefits of the 
whole class approach 
works well with this 
cohort as it helps the 
lower attaining children 
access high level texts, 
hear unfamiliar 
language and sentence 
structures and supports 
comprehension. It also 
means all pupils can 
read with the teacher 
more often with 
teacher’s ‘expert’ 
explanations, modelling, 
questioning and 
feedback. 
  
In addition to the above, 
those children who are 
at the level of still 
struggling to decode, 
they also have individual 
reading sessions every 
week to aid automaticity 
of common words. 
 

their finger and join in 
with reading. 
The children have 
reading partners and 
then go off and do the 
SFA approach – 1 
points and 1 reads 
and then they swap. 
The children finish by 
asking their partner 
the meaning of a 
word in the text or 
they ask them a 
question. 
The VIPERS approach 
is used to progress 
and assess the 
understanding of the 
class text. 
 
Once a week, we do a 
reading 
comprehension 
activity and these are 
stored in a file. 
Children are 
encouraged to answer 
in a full sentence with 
appropriate 
punctuation. 
 

Any SEN children that 
require more fluency 
and comprehension 
practise read to an 
adult daily. 
The VIPERS method is 
used to assess 
understanding of the 
focus strand.  
 
There is currently a 
small group of 
children that are not 
at age related 
expectations and they 
have a weekly guided 
reading a 
comprehension 
session.  

We focus on high level 
texts and look at the 
meaning of and choice 
of vocabulary. 
 
Lots of literacy and 
PSHE based activities 
are planned from texts 
which then feeds into 
writing.  
 
For two days a week, 
there is a focus on 
reading 
comprehension 
practice.  
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the VIPERS method is used to question and 
assess their understanding. 
 
In KS1, we also make sure that every child 
reads with an adult at least once a week, key 
marginal children and those that are struggling 
read more than once. This is logged in reading 
folders. 
 
The expectation for home is that every child 
reads at least 3x a week with an adult and that 
is rewarded with sticker charts. 

We have decided that 
Y3 will also be using 
book bands to read 
weekly to a staff 
member.  
 

Individual readers are 
currently done with 
just the lower 
attaining children. 
 
The expectation for 
home is that every 
child reads at least 3x 
a week with an adult 
and that is rewarded 
with sticker charts. 
 
We have decided that 
Y4 will also be using 
book bands to read 
weekly to a staff 
member.  
 

 


