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Dear Parents and Carers 

Farewell Message  

It is with a very saddened heart that I am writing to say a final farewell to you all pending my retirement from 

Oasis Academy Byron. I have written hundreds of letters home to parents over time, but this is without doubt 

the most difficult of them all.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as Headteacher at Byron. Before coming Headteacher in 2008 I carried out 

a range of roles at Byron including - class teacher, Deputy Head, SENCO, Children’s Centre Lead and led a 

variety of subject areas. Over my 34+ years I have worked with and welcomed thousands of children into 

Byron. Indeed, many of you were here as children yourselves during my time as head. It is very special for me 

to have watched you grow up and then see you return as parents with a second generation. I don’t think I have 

quite got to the third generation but please do correct me if I am wrong! 

During my time at Byron I have had the privilege of working with so many exceptional staff members, parents, 

carers and Governors. I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone. I always say that it is a team effort 

and that includes everyone! We have all been on an amazing journey moving the school forward to now 

becoming a first-choice school in the local area. 

 

We have enjoyed so much success in so many ways with so many children and staff, from little things to big 

things. Hopefully, I will have many years where I can bore people to tears with my hundreds of stories about 

my life as Principal at the best school in Croydon! 

There have been a number of personal highlights, so many to recount: the Children’s Centre being awarded 

Outstanding in 2011, the academy being judged as Outstanding in 2016, topping the Croydon SAT table in 

2016, becoming Croydon School of the Year in 2017 and being London and SE Pupil Premium Champions in 

2017. So many proud moments…I could carry on. 

 

What will I miss about the school? Your wonderful children who engage me every day with their amazing 

contributions, good humour and achievements; you, the parents who have been so supportive of our 

developments, and of course my incredible outstanding staff. 

 

My heart is full of very special Byron memories that will stay with me forever. I know that Byron will continue to 

flourish in the future, and I wish you and your children all the very best for a bright and prosperous future.  

Thank you all so much. 

 

 
 Clare Wingrave 

A very proud Principal of Oasis Academy Byron 

 


