WELCOME BACK EVERYONE!

Dear Parents/Carers,
We hope you had a restful break despite the never-ending rain! We know that for many
of us, the coming weeks seem a little daunting with lockdown back in force. However, we
are really pleased that we are able to remain open and hopefully provide some stability
during this period. By following our plans, great teamwork and some good humour along
the way, we will get through!
We are constantly reviewing how we are working and taking on board emerging advice.
Please read our recent letter dated the 5th November to see the changes that we are
making from November 9th.
Next Friday we shall be supporting BBC Children In Need by holding a mufti day where
the children can wear their own clothes for a minimum donation of £1.00. Unfortunately,
due to current lockdown restrictions, we have had to cancel the advertised cinema
evening. Instead, we shall be taking part in a range of fun well-being activities throughout
Friday to celebrate. Please bring in donations in a sealed envelope and place in the
designated donation bucket on arrival to school. Charities need our help more than ever
at the moment so please do donate what you can afford.
We wish you a lovely weekend and thank you so much for your kind support over the past
couple of months.
Best wishes,
Clare Wingrave (Principal)

James Norris (Deputy Principal)

Reception Class
A massive well done to our reception class who have settled in so well and are now used to daily
routines. They have been busy learning about transient art with loose parts such as beads, wool
and pasta as well as natural materials such as conkers and autumn leaves. They have worked hard
learning sounds and numbers and how to hold a pencil correctly. Reception have been also
learning about repeating patterns and have made their own with cubes and other materials and
toys. As well as all of this, they have been busy forming new friendships and learning to work
cooperatively.

Thank you to all families who are supportive in sending their child to school in these very
difficult times. We understand that you may be anxious, especially given the latest Government
lockdown announcement. However, the Government have made it very clear that schools are to
remain open, recognising that children’s education has already been damaged due to the first
lockdown and that they should not close schools again, this therefore means that school
attendance remains compulsory. We once again want to assure you that we are regularly
reviewing our risk assessments in line with changes and are following the DfE guidance as it is
released. Our priority is to ensure the safety of all children, staff and families, these are very
hard times to be in.
At Oasis Academy Byron, we take attendance and punctuality very seriously.
This week our whole school attendance is

96.7%! Well done!

Let’s see if we can push for 97%+ over the coming weeks!

What is TikTok?

TikTok is a global video community where users create, share and discover ‘funny and
memorable moments’ via short video clips – typically about 15 seconds long. Videos can be
‘spiced up’ with special effect filters, stickers, music and sound clips. Currently one of the world’s
most popular apps, TikTok was formerly known as Musical.ly, before it was rebranded by the
Chinese company that acquired it in November 2017. If your child had previously had a
Musical.ly account, all of their videos and personal settings will have automatically been moved
to TikTok.

What can you find on the app?
Videos featuring comedy sketches or lip-syncs featuring the latest songs or voices over extracts from films.

What is the minimum age for TikTok app?
13 is the minimum age according to TikTok’s terms and conditions.

What do other parents say about the app?
Seeing inappropriate content
Parents have expressed concerns around the inappropriate language of some of the videos posted which may make this
less suitable for younger children.
Contact from strangers
Predators seeking to connect with children is another risk that parents have said to their children.

What should parents be concerned about?
When you download the app users can see all the content without creating an account although they are not able to
post, like or share anything until they’ve set up an account on the app.
You can set up your account by using your existing Google, Facebook, Instagram account, via email or phone.
By default all accounts are public so anyone on the app can see what your child shares. However, only approved
followers can send them messages.
Users can like or react to a video, follow an account or send messages to each other. There is the risk that strangers will
be able to directly contact children on the app.
Children may be tempted to take risks to get more of a following or likes on a video so it’s important to talk about what
they share and with who.
To delete an account you have to request a code from the app using a phone number.

Diary Dates
Flu Vaccinations Reception —year 6 Monday 9th November

ANTI BULLYING WEEK
ODD SOCKS DAY

Remembrance Day 11th November
BBC Children In Need Day (Mufti) Friday 13th November
Anti Bullying Week

16th November –19th November

Odd Socks Day Monday 16th November
Inset Day Friday 20th November

SCHOOL HOUSE POINTS
Ahlberg House

1406

Donaldson House 1421
Morpurgo House 1361

Wilson House

1466

Well done Wilson House!

This week starts on Monday 16th
November with Odd Socks Day.
This is to help us to celebrate our
individuality and what makes us
all unique. If children wish to take
part, please wear odd socks and
bring £1.00 donation to school
which will go towards the
Anti-Bullying Alliance.

We have been overwhelmed by the kind Harvest donations that you have all sent in to
support Croydon Night Watch and our local food bank. The huge amount of food has
now been packed up and shall be making its way to the charities. The donations will
make a huge difference to many local people. In these difficult times, please do reach
out if you are a family needing food support as we have ways of helping. Thank you
once again!

Oasis Academy Byron celebrated Black History Month throughout the school with a variety of
activities and teaching resources to encourage learning about Black Culture.

