Term 2 Issue 2

Dear Parents/Carers,

We hope that everyone is as well as can be expected and that you managed to enjoy the snow
we had last weekend. It certainly gave us all a welcomed break from the usual routines!
Remote Learning

WELCOME BACK EVERYONE!

We continue to be impressed with the level of commitment and support that is being given to the
children for remote learning. We fully understand that juggling family commitments, work and
home learning can be a logistical nightmare and we thank you for your support.
It has been fantastic to see so many of our pupils engaging in their daily live lessons with their
class. We know that with so many organisations using Microsoft Teams that there has been
connection issues at times and we are extremely grateful to you all for persevering and not giving
up! Please do give us a call at school if you are experiencing any technical difficulties and need
some additional support.
The children in school have also been amazing, adapting to not having so many of their friends to
work alongside and play with. We would like to thank those critical workers who are not able to
stay at home with their children and are putting their trust in us as a school to keep their children
as safe as possible.
Lateral Flow Testing
You may have seen on the news that primary schools have been issued with Lateral Flow Test
kits for staff to be able to begin home testing twice a week. We see this as a positive step in
reducing transmission through asymptomatic cases. However, we will continue to strictly follow
the safety measures we have in place around the school and will not use the tests as a reason to
stop being as vigilant in terms of monitoring changes to staff health.
Critical Worker and Vulnerable Children
HALF TERM 15th - 19th FEBRUARY 2021
Schools have not been asked by the Department of Education to remain open at half term in
February. We will, therefore, close for the holiday as expected on Friday 12th February.
We will reopen for vulnerable and critical worker children on February 22nd and hope that we can
begin welcoming back other pupils to the school after 8th March depending on DFE guidance.
Many thanks to all of our families for their amazing support. We really do appreciate all of the
lovely messages we are receiving.
Stay safe and well!

Clare Wingrave (Principal)

and James Norris (Deputy Principal)

Oasis Academy Byron

Leader Board

Congratulations to our top 10 rock stars this week! To be able to answer times table
questions in 1 second is quite remarkable! Well done to all of you who are working
hard to improve your score. Remember that you need to play in the Studio area of
Times Table Rock Stars to make it onto our leader board. If you need a copy of your
password, please contact your class teacher.

Parent's Guide to Times Tables Rockstars (Year 2-6)
Times Table Rock Stars is a fun and challenging programme designed to help your child/children
to master the times tables!
To be a Times Table Rock Star you need to answer any multiplication fact up to 12×12 in less than
3 seconds!
The goal is for all participating rockers to be Times Table Rock Stars after 20 weeks!
Message to Parents/Carers
World famous rock musicians are the best at what they do because they've spent hours
practising guitar chords, writing music or playing on the drums. It's just the same with times
tables – all Times Table Rock Stars need to practise and practise and practise. It's absolutely
essential that your child does a little bit of times table learning every night. In our experience,
short bursts on a daily basis are more effective than spending hours once a week.
And this is where you come in. For your child to be fully motivated and for them to get the best
out of TTRS, they need your help - your praise, reminders and support will help your child feel
confident and motivated.
Over the course of the next few weeks and months, your child WILL get faster and more accurate
with the times tables. All your hard work and theirs WILL make them a Times Table Rock Star!
It is helpful to understand that the quicker your child can answer a times tables question, the
higher their Rock Status. Use this list as a guide to help your child work out their Rock Status:

Rock Hero - 1 second per question or less
Rock Legend - 2 seconds per question or less
Rock Star - 3 seconds per question or less
Headliner - 4 seconds per question or less
Support Act - 5 seconds per question or less
Breakthrough Artist - 6 seconds per question or less
Unsigned Act - 7 seconds per question or less
Gigger - 8 seconds per question or less
Busker - 9 seconds per question or less
Garage Rocker - 10 seconds per question or less
Wannabe - more than 10 seconds per question
Year 1 pupils are welcome to have access to Times Table Rock Stars but
the programme is recommended for years 2-6.

Superstar Campz will be running their Award Winning Sports Holiday Camp at Margaret Roper Catholic Primary
School, Purley, for children of key / critical workers during February half term! Their Covid safe camps have been a
huge hit at the school since they reopened in the summer, with over 1,300 visits!
The camp is open to ages 5-11 between 8.30am - 5.30pm, and 4 year olds between 9.15am - 12.15pm, during
February half term 15th - 19th February :)
Operated by Coach Ashley and the Skillz team who deliver our after school football, the days consist of non stop
multi sports fun including gymnastics, football, bouncy castle, multi sports, team games and much more!
Book your space by clicking on the link

https://superstarcampz.class4kids.co.uk/

SCHOOL HOUSE POINTS
Donaldson House 2951
Ahlberg House

2778

Wilson House

2749

Morpurgo House 2601

Well done Donaldson House!

INSET DAY

Inset on Friday 12th February has
been cancelled in order to
support critical worker parents/
carers with childcare on this day.

Oasis Horizons is a scheme being introduced into every Oasis academy throughout the academic year
2020-2021, where each current and future pupil, and their teachers and support staff, will be provided with a
device to give them access to enhanced online learning. Students and teachers will be able to use the device
together in lessons to bring subjects to life and participate in shared learning. Students will even be able to
continue this at home!
Please keep an eye on your email accounts as communication will be sent over the coming weeks about the
roll out of devices. Understandably, we aim to begin issuing students with their iPad depending on access to
a device in the family home.

Well done to all the children who have sent in remote learning this week. We will
be celebrating home learning during every newsletter, so please keep sending
work to your child’s class teacher via the class email address.

Hundreds of thousands of people across the UK will celebrate their love of nature and unite
to watch and count the nation’s garden birds over the last weekend in January for the
RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch.
This year, we’ve seen how important the natural world is to our mental health and wellbeing.
There has been a surge in interest in the nature on our doorsteps and many people have
come to rely on garden birds to bring joy and comfort in these unsettling times.
This year’s event takes place on 29, 30 and 31 January 2021. The public is asked to spend
just one hour watching and recording the birds in their garden, balcony or local park, then
send their results to the RSPB. Close to half-a-million people join in the Birdwatch every
year.
Just one hour every year, for the last four decades, has made the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch the largest garden wildlife citizen science project. Now in its 42nd year, 144 million
birds have been counted giving the RSPB an astonishing amount of insight into how our
wildlife is faring.
Click on the link below to find out more information.
Please feel free to share any photos, sketches or work by your child to
Byron@oasisbyron.org. We would love to share any learning in our next newsletter.

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/

ADDITIONAL WIFI DATA
ALLOWANCE
You could be entitled to a free increase to
your Wi-Fi data during school closure. This
may help avoid any expensive bills. Please
do take a look on the GOV.UK website by
clicking on the link below to see if you are
eligible.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-help-with-technology-for
-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19

We know that during these difficult times,
many families throughout the country will be
struggling and needing financial support.
Please do reach out to us at school if you need
any help in terms of food or advice. We would
hate for a family in our Byron community to
be experiencing hardship and not be able to
offer help. We work with many organisations
who are ready to help. For non judgemental
support, please do call us at school or email
Byron@oasisbyron.org.

